Prolactin secretion in testicular cancer patients.
The role of prolactin (PRL) in testicular function and in its disorders is still obscure. To draw some preliminary conclusions on the relation between the PRL and testis cancer, we assessed the PRL response to thyrotropin-releasing hormone (THR) in 15 patients with testicular cancer (8 seminoma; 6 nonseminoma; 1 leydigioma), and in 11 healthy male subjects as controls. The results showed that 5/15 cancer patients gave no PRL response to TRH; 4 of them had a nonseminoma and the fifth a seminomatous testis carcinoma. Patients with nonseminoma had significantly lower mean peak values of PRL after TRH than controls or patients with seminoma. The biological significance of the altered PRL response to TRH in testicular carcinoma has still to be established.